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This principle we derive from experience, and is the source of most of our
philosophical reasonings. For when by any clear experiment we have discover’d the
causes or eftects of any phanomenon, we immediately extend our observation to
[174]every phanomenon of the same kind, without waiting for that constant
repetition, from which the first idea of this relation is deriv'd.  (_EFCEHFRER 5> DR
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BTIE, 2D T FIWIC & TIIREFPIEL ST 808 50T,
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Reason is the discovery of truth or falshood. Truth or falshood consists in an
agreement or disagreement either to the real relations of ideas, or to real existence
and matter of fact. Whatever, therefore, is not susceptible of this agreement or
disagreement, 1s incapable of being true or false, and can never be an object of our
reason. Now 'tis evident our passions, volitions, and actions, are not susceptible of
any such agreement or disagreement; being original facts and realities, compleat in
themselves, and implying no reference to other passions, volitions, and actions. "Tis
impossible, therefore, they can be pronounced either true or false, and be either

contrary or conformable to reason.
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Whether a person openly abuses me, or slyly intimates his contempt, in neither case
do I immediately perceive his sentiment or opinion; and ’tis only by signs, that is, by
its effects, I become sensible of it. The only difference, then, betwixt these two cases
consists in this, that in the open discovery of his sentiments he makes use of signs,
which are general and universal; and in the secret intimation employs such as are
more singular and uncommon. The effect of this circumstance is, that the
imagination, in running from the present impression to the absent idea, makes the
transition with greater facility, and consequently conceives the object with greater
force, where the connexion is common and universal, than where it is more rare and
particular. Accordingly we may observe, that the open declaration of our sentiments
1s call’d the taking off the mask, as the secret intimation of our opinions is said to be
the veiling of them. The difference betwixt an idea produc’d by a general connexion,
and that arising from a particular one is here compar’d to the difference betwixt an
impression and an idea. This difference in the imagination has a suitable effect on
the passions; and this effect is augmented by another circumstance. A secret
intimation of anger or contempt shews that we still have some consideration for the
person, and avoid the directly abusing him. This makes a conceal’d satire less
disagreeable; but still this depends on the same principle. For if an idea were not
more feeble, when only intimated, it wou’d never be esteem’d a mark of greater

respect to proceed in this method than in the other.
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